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A Sany juſt Imputation of Arro- 
A gance, even in the moſt trite 
matters of Science, is what, of all 
others, I ſhould be ſorry to deſerve. 
I moſt fincerely wiſh that thoſe 
Hints which I many Years ago 
ſketched out upon the Subject of 
Spirit, had long e'er this Time 
_ prompted ſome Lover of Phyſics, 
better qualified than I pretend to 
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be, to Purine; this very inning 


Enquiry... 0007 lehtydgetee 
bing. S is more uni 
verſal than the Belief of the Deity. 
Yet, as I am perſuaded that, (inde- 
pendent of the antient Prevalence 
of Epicurean Doctrines) che Cone 
fidence of many modern Theiſts has 
been too often effectually aſſailed 


by atheiſtical Arguments, from 


which a very lender; Portion of 
Phyſical. Knowledge had . ſecured 
them, I am inclined to truſt that 
until ſome more effectual Effort 


ſhall, be made, the following Sheets, 
may not prove. entirely uſeleſs. 
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The utmoſt they aſpire, at, is to, 
e gie far, by the Irradia. 
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G ür Engerl Knowledge, 
metaphyſical Notions are capable of 
being actually illumined, and if 
thoſe univerſal Deductions from ob- 
vious Natural Phœnomena which 
have every where enforced an in- 
plicit belief in Omnipotence, may 
not (by uniting the (diſcoveries of 
Phyſical Obſervation, '© to plain 
Senſe) encreaſe our mere ain 1 
even to rational Conviction. * 
But, what has Weeds 
urged me to this Enquiry, is, 4 
noſt firm Perſuaſion” that thie ex. 
cluſive benefit of rational Intellect 
was, for other purpofes, "imparted" | 
to us, than for Diſcoveties; folely 
of con Vvenience or entettainmne 113 
That in ſeveral Parts of this ſhort 
tract 


1 
Tract it has been my zealous En- 
deavour to eſtabliſh this Maxim; 
I here moſt ſolemly aſſert; with 
what ſucceſs, I very ſincerely ſub- 
mit to the diſprejudiced Reader. 
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PHYSICAL ENQUIRY 


INTO THE _ 
PROPERTIES or SPIRIT, &c. 


O have, with many other Writers, 
clearly demonſtrated the Exiſtence 

of the Deity, and to have eſtabliſhed by 
the faireſt Inferences, drawn from the per- 
manent and incontrovertible Teſtimony of 
his ſtupendous Works, not only infallible 
Precepts for our Conduct in this probatory 
Life, but likewiſe a moral certainty of 
ſuture Rewards, for thoſe who act in due 
Conformity to them. Far from being 
the Enterprize of Arrogance, appears 
literally to me, the expreſsly deſtined Ap- 
plication of that noble Faculty, by which, 
alone, the human Race 1s, in any ſuperior 
Degree diſtinguiſhed : and which maſt. 
| Ag have 
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have been, of force, adequately, propor- 


tioned in the impoſed Taſk. 1230 

It does not, however, 15 that! an 
Enquiry into the afual Nature of the 
Deity, can be undertaken. with the moſt; 
diſtant Proſpect of Succeſs. And, how-: 
ever prompted we may be to ſuch En- 
quiry, by the Curioſity inherent in our 
natural Diſpoſitions, Problems of this 
exalted kind, are evidently as much above 
our Reach, as their Solution, if acciden- 
tally approaching to Truth, would, yet, 
exceed all poſſibility of rational Demonſ=! 
tration. 

But, as the eloquent. ok jenlightened: J 
Cicero has, without - ſcruple. deemed. it 
conſiſtent. with Decency {if not to decide 
in Favor of any) at leaſt to State, in is 
Book de Natura Deorum, . the ſeveral 


Opinions of the moſt renowned Sages of; 


Antiquity, on that ſublime Subject: and. 
under the Charadters of Velleus. the Epi- 
curean. Balbus che Stoic, and Cotta the 
Academician, freely to debate che reſpec - 
tive Merits of each Hypotheſis. And at 
a Period too, when, though far excelling 


us 
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us, in many Arts and Sciences, they were 

yet! unaſſiſted by the advantage of 
modern Diſcoveries, which could not. 

fail of having furniſhed Means of convey- 
ins clearer” Ideas of their reſpective Syſ- 
tems. It may not be unintereſting to 
examine how far, by the Aſſiſtance of 
theſe new Diſcoveries, many of the above 
Syſtems, which (though delivered by Men 
of undoubted Senſe and Reputation) ſeem 
ſo diametrically at variance, may be yet 
reconciled; not only to poſſibility. but in 
ſome Reſpects, even, to each other. 

Far from attempting any thing even re- 
ſembling a "Definition of ſuch truly ab- 
ſtruce Matters as Infinity and* Eternity,” 
which indeed, feem but to deride the In- 
veſtigation of limited Intellects; it better 
ſaits our manifeſt inadequacy to ſuch 
baffling Enquiries, modeſtly to feave chem 
as they ſtand. But, for Otnnifcience, ' 
Omni preſenſe, and even ' Oxyniþ6ietics, 
they are Ideas, to "which, tWoUgh Vaſt?, 
the human IncelleR, limitted ab is, 8 * 
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pears yet dls the Aid of theſe * Diſ- 


coveries) in ſome Degree competent. 

The Aim then of this intereſting Dif- 
cuſſion, i is, no vain Endeavor to penetrate 
or to deſcribe the Eſſence of the Deity, or | 
even to conjeture the atual Means that 
were employed for the accompliſhment; 
and continue to be unremittingly exerted 
for the maintenance of this wondrou 
Fabric: on the contrary, the very u 
it propoſes, or deems within the Reach of 
Poſſibility, is but fairly, and Phyſically 
to illuſtrate. thoſe demonſtable Proper- 


ties in Spirit, which I ever thought fully 


adequate to the furniſhing a rational Con- 
ception of their being (when employed as 
Agents of the Deity) ſuſceptible of ſuch 
coercive | Organization, as would amply 
fulfill the extenſive Object of even the 
above wondrous attributes. ; 
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*I am 1 to an aſe Diſcoveries to 
the Air Pump, the Steam Engine, Electricity, 
Man; the exploſive Powers 'of 


Nitre, and the altoniſhingly active Progreſs, of 
Light. 

+ By this general Term I mean every thing 
that 1s, like Air, impalpable and pervious. 


to] 
It may be proper to obſerve that, as I 
have already treated of thele Properties, 
ſome Repetition of the ſaine Arguments 
will be, not only unavoidable, but pet- 
laps more clear and more compendious 
ahi repeated Referances to a former 
Tract. $7?) t 

- If Analogy is, in the Solution of even 
Wale teil Problems. not barely ad- 
miſſible, but oſten concluſive; how in- 
finitely mufl, What the mere Calculations 
of Men, and -their trite Experiments 
evince, be exceeded by that unlimited 
Being, to whom, as their Creator, all 
things are, of Neceſſity fubſervient.— 
Analogy can be, therefore, never more 
ſecurely depended on, than in the pre- 
ſent Inſtance. And, as it will beſides, 
furniſh Ideas, eaſier to be coped with by 
a limited Imaginatiov, than thoſe ſtu- 
| pendous ones, whole Explanation, or at 
leaſt, whofe rational Conception it is in- 
tended to laciliaate, IJ am, I think juſtly 
entitled to avail eit al its angie 
Aſſiſtance. 

Had a more e Fur e been, 

generally, 
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generally, annexed to the Term Organiza- 
tion, it would probably, have long 3 JEEP 
engaged and enabled the ſpeculative' part 
of Mankind; to throw far clearer Lights: 
upon the Subject of this intricate AL 
quiry, than it appears yet to have tes 
ceived. —The poſſible Modes of Organiſm 
are in Fact as infinite, as the various Com. 
binations of Matter and of Spirit, or ins 
deed of both. for there is, evidentty, in 
their reſpective Natures, no Averſeneſs to 
Union. A. $2 OE Land 800 Dfth 
Tbe ſpecific Qualities both of Spirit 
and of Matter, however, widely differing 
in aQivity; are far from being, any of 
them, inert. And, to deem, even ele- 
mentary Matter (if I may ſo call its mi- 
nuteſt Detail) unorganized, is fo little 


worthy” of an enlightened "Philoſopher: 


chat it would diſgrace any Man of even 
n 
It may be yet right to point out a few, 
of the, moſt ſtriking Specimens, —can the 
AttraQive Quality, for Inflance, inherent 
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by 
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| ſmalleſt filing of Iron, the Volatility and 
une 214 11 "almoſt. 


(under cestsio Ciscumſlances) in the 
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almoſt-.inexhauſtibly diffufve Property of 
he minueſt, Particle of Muſk. or the 
powerful Effects of a ſingle Grain, of 
Arſenic upon metalic Bodies, fairly be 
aſcribable. to any other Cauſe than cheir 
reſpetive Modes, _ active Organilm. 

An ſhort. Attraction, Repuſtion, Walk. 
tility. Toflammability, and Elaflicuy (with. 
ſome. of which: Properties almoſt every 
Particle of Matter or of Spirit is, in a 
degree cndued) are too extrinfically active, 
and too familiar to every Phybcally 
ipeculative Mind, to be uy further in- 
liſted on. debbie 1a % 11814 lo BA 
That the very Air we kak is de- 
monſtrably organized though from its 
tranſparent Nature it be incapable of ge- 
flocting Light, and by conſequence in- 
lg the wth. known, and i powerful. 
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* So. we. are . accuſtomed to ſuppoſe; it, th h 
when conſidered in its pureſt apd mg {t exte 1 
State, it is manifeſtly Azure : as 'ev leche as ws 
admit, who but caſts his Eye on an unclouded 
15 phere. u indeed as the Colour of an 

lightly tinged © Liquid, 'whi „bb ſarbely 
diſxernable in a ſmall Body of.it; ig yet tels. 
yfapparent if its Volume be much increaled. 


Effects of its almoſt k iofoily- expanſive 
Tendenry, with its ready Submiſſion to 
Compreſſare, not only; evince, but fur- 
ther, prompt us to conclude that its 
Mode of Organiſm is perhaps analogous 
to the Idea of an infinuly elaſtic and 
_ tranſparent Sponge: ſuch Texture being, 
of all others, beſt calculated for the ac- 
compliſhment of all its different Auri- 
butes, but more particularly its extreme 
1 Aptitude to Impregnation, not only by 
id Scents and Liquids, but, by the moſt 
Solid and ponderous Bodies, when ſuf- 
ficiently reduced either by common At- 
trition, or by chemical Procefſs. How 
incomparably more ſo then! When elabo- 
| rated by the coercive Agents of the Deity. 
| Of which I ſhall, I truſt, be able in the 
= : courſe of this Eſſay to convey (however 
if inadequate to the actual FaQ,) at lealt 
ſome intelligible Idea. * 
Though by a comparative Mode of 
I Speech, many Subſlances are called Inert, 
| nothing totally devoid of Activity Exiſts. 
Nothing, at leaſt, that we may be fair- 
ly ſaid to know, The moſt apparently 
3 Ek inert 


— — —— p ůp— 2 ů A e «ak * 


— 


{4493 

pherical Air, a poſitive Tendency: to wehe 
Centre of the Earch, if lighter, its Ten- 
dency to the Regions of Rareſaction is as 
unequivocal (although. it. in truth, ope- 
rates, only by giving. Place to what is 
ſpecifically. heavier than ifſelf) but. 
though I ſhould deem it impoſſible for 
any thing abſolutely active to be un- 
organized: yet, whether elemental Orga- 
nization be a naturally inherent Quality. 
Iwill rather doubt, than attempt to ex- 
amine, as it is an Enquiry ſo evidently 
ſurpaſſing the demonſtrative Faculties of 
human Intellect, that it better conſiſis 
with Reaſon to decline it: and indeed 
with Decency. For, though ſuch En- 
quiry could be no how ſaid to contract 
our Ideas of a Power which at any 
Rate far exceeds any Conception that 
we can form of it, yet. would it imply, 
in "ook he an e — to 
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1 am here au to call Spirit Body, 


indeed in common Dieu we juſtly ſa 
Body, even, of Light. : 25 
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limit, nay to ſubſtract from "Oy many 
Wondrous Works of God, that, which 
if admitted, though the firſt, was mani- 
feſtly the moſt extenſive, ** 
and Aſtoniſhing. * 
I would then,. rather combat, in ſome 
Degree, that bold, anticreative Axiom, — 
ex nihilo mhil fit, for, ſince, whatever is 
unorganized, muſt be in that State, un- 
connectible and uſeleſs; fo, that which 
is uſeleſs, is ſurely as nothing: our 
Ideas of Omnipotence ſhould, therefore, 
be unqualified by whatever limitting 
Axiom, and I would. modeſtly conclude 
the Deity to have been the Author and 
virtual Creator of every exiſting Thing, 
and that the diſperſed Materials of ori- 
ginal Element under one uniform and 
totally inert Species (which, for Con- 
venience we will call Ether) had, from 
all Eternity floated in that vaſt Maga- 
zine of the Univerſe which (though our 
Mind is loft in the Idea) we term In- 
finite: and that, when they were fiiſt 
called forth, or more properly, (eleged 
| 200 
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and * compelled by the coercive Spirit 
of. the Deity, they were, previous to 
their, final Deſtination inveſted, 1 in reſpec- 
tive Proportions, with that requiſitly 
varied Organiſm, which I have pre- 
iuprd, to call Elementary. a As Letters, 
Writing, have been, yet, themſelyes the 
elaborate and prog orellive Contrivance of 
inventive Genius. 

Before I proceed to that more com- 
plicated Organiſm of which the forego- 
ing elementary Claſſes were but prepa- 
ratory, I hope I may be indulged in 
adding a few- general Opinions of my 
own, to the numerous Catalogue of 
Hypothetical Conjectures that have been 
already hazarded on the internal Con- 
formation of the Terreſtrial Globe. 

1 will chen preſume that, conſonently 
to the known centriſugal Laws, and to 
that Preciſion and Cconom which ma- 
nifeſtly pervade the whole Fabric of the 
Univerſe, it is hollow to. its, Centre. — 
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bo already organized and 2 


4 
- $ 
1 
þ 2 
r 

* * 
j 


(: 28: Þ 


That the internal, or concave Surface of 
its enormous Shell, is probably the Scene 
of that ſtapendous Mechaniſm which 
firſt cauſed and unremitingly continues 
to maintain its rotatory Motion. —For 
its Texture, and the Material that this 
Shell is compoſed of, I will only ſay 
that, from the forcible and diametrically 
oppoſite Preſſures which it ſuſtains, it 
muſt be neceſſarily, of almoſt adamantine 


' hardneſs and ſolidity.— That its external 


or convex Surface pointedly analogous 
(in its counter-adlion to the other) to the 
oppoſite Pole of a powerſul Magnet, is 
likewiſe as ſtrongly endued with an at- 
tractive Faculty, which, though on a quite 
different * Principle, conveys or rather ex- 
ciiesa ceutripetal Tendency in every Material 
whatever, in a Degree proportioned to the 
diſtance, and to the Volume and ſolid 
Contents of the reſpective Subſtances, — 
That this powerful Tendency is implant- 
ed likewile, in the Material itſelf, and (as 
demon- 


— 


* The internal, I preſume, acts merely on cen- 
Fitugal Priociples: : the external on that of nern 
er! den. to 
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demonſtrated by Sir Iſaac Newton,) in 
adverſe Poles, however minute the In- 
ſtance. But that the Effet, (as relating 
to its reſpective Orb) being in a Direc- 
tion parallel to the Centre, has therefore 
obtained the Appellation and the Idea we 
annex to Gravity: and has ſerved (by the 
conglutinating and other Qualities of the 
ſeveral Subſtances previouſly organized 
and deſtined by the Deity to their reſpec- 
tive Intentions) at once, by counteracting 
its violent Centrifugal Tendency, both to 
conſolidate and keep the Shell 1ogether, 
and, effectually to form and Cement that 
ſuperficial incruſtation whoſe fertile Sur- 
face we Inhabit aud call the Earth. 
Which, under the Equinoctial Zone, is 
probably ſome Miles in Thickneſs, though 
I preſume far thinner at the Poles, from 
its incomparably leſs rotatory Velocity in 
thoſe inteuſely Cold and nn 
Regions. 

1 he atmoſpherical FT we are encom- 
paſſed with, far from being the Cauſe of 
this centripetal Tendency (to which, by 
obvious Inferences reſulting from the molt 
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hinge calculations it is exceedingly in- 
ſuſhcient) Is itſelf ated on like every 
other Subſtance, in due proportion to its 
Diſtance and Specific gravity, which I 
make no doubt is different at different 
Altitudes, merely from the reſpective hete- 
rogeneous Subſtances with which it hap- 
pens to have been impregnated, — That it 


is not only ſtationary, but, ſo intimately 


connected with the Earth as to form to 
every Intent and Purpoſe a moſt eſſential 
Part of it — That if it were otherwiſe, it 
muſt be neceſſarily left, or thrown off by 


the Earth's Violent centrifugal Action, 


its Velocity being, in that reſped, equal, 
at the Surface, to more than 1000 miles 
an hour, and its pragreſtve Velocity, 
58000. — But. that the circumambient Air 


is actually attracted to the Centre, and 


Stationary, the Flight of Birds evidentiy 
demonſtrates, and {till more, our late Bal- 
lone Experiments, when travelling at the 
vaſt height they do in contrary Direction 
to the Earth's Progreſs. — That our at- 
moſpherical Air, tho gh capable of won- 
drous Rareſaction, is probably from its 
Organiſm, 
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Organiſm, totally different from what we 
agree to call aue“ Ether, with which, 
while in that State, it can (for good Rea- 
ſons I preſume) in no ſort coaleſce.— That 
as the Activity it is poſſeſſed of, by elaſtic 
Organiſm, qualifies it for an Elementary 
Ingredient ; perhaps, univerſally requiſite, 
ſo, we experimentally find 1t to be the 
fine qua non to the Conveyance of Sound, 
the Action of Fire, and indeed the Fabulum 
of all animal and vegetable Exillence. 
The Term Organization being ſtrictly 
applicable' to whatever has been pur- 
poſely compoſed for any poſſible Uſe, 
pure Ether, of which we can have no 
competent Idea, appears to be the only 
Object that is excluded from this com- 
prehenſive Acception of it. And indeed 
from all Phyſecal Exiſlence, unleſs to the 
{ole Contemplations of that all-powerful 
Being, from whole creative Exertions ſo 
B g vaſt 
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* In Contemplation of Ixſinity, we may well ſup- 
poſe the unappropriated and lf! unorganized Ether, , 
abundantly to exceed even the unnumbered Worlds 
to whole entire Fabric it has been made ſo amply 
to contribute, 
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vaſt a Portion of theſe elſe uſeleſs Ma- 


terials firſt received it, and from that 
Minute became Elements, reſpectively en- 
dued with; ſuch Forms and Qualities as 
were deemed requiſite, both, to the Con- 
ſtruction of thoſe wondrous Agents em- 
ployed by the Deity, and to the Fabri- 
cation and Maintenance of that Stupend- 
ous Work we call the Univerſe. 

It is by Suggeſtions reſulting from a 
View of the four great component Claſſes 
of this extenſive whole, that we may, I 
truſt, be furniſhed with Ideas of that 
more exalted Species of Organiſm, which 
is the principle Subject of this Erquiry. 
hey are, I think, commonly divided 
into the Material, the Vegetable, me 
merely Animal, and the Rational. 

But though this Diviſion is, in a gene- 
ral Senſe, ſufficiently unequivocal, and, if 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Specimens of the 
higher Claſs, be brought into Compariſon 
with the loweſt of the Second, the Diſ- 
tinction is too obvioully apparent, to ad- 

mit of, even a Doubt; yet, if we reverſe 
the Propoſition, and compare 1 the higheſt 
| of 


4 
of the ſecond Claſs with the loweſt Speci- 


mens of the Firſt, and proceed in like 
Manner with each of the four Claſſes, it 
will be, I fear, as difficult to draw any 
poſſitive Line of Difcrimination, as it 
would between thoſe indiviſible Shades of 
Difference, which ſo perfectly connect the 
undiſcernable Extremes of the neighbour 
Colours refracted through a Priſm. To 
which it is impoſſible, in eicher State of 
the Propoſition to be more pointedly Ana- 
logous. 

As each of the above Claſſes, in their 
reſpective nearneſs of relation, has been 
already elaborately inveſtigated, and that, 
by Writers far better qualified for the 
ſeveral ſpecific Enquiries, than I pretend 
to be; a re-examination of the whole 
would be ſuperfluous, and indeed, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Plan of this little Eſſay. 
But, as the two firſt Diviſions are more 
immediately connected with the Object we 
have in View, it may not be improper to 
beſtow on them, at lealt, ſome general 
Obſervations, 


I will therefore proceed with that of 
Man, 


fa} 


Man, to whoſe diſtinguiſhed Lot, Reaſon 
is aſſerted to have excluſively ſallen.— 
That this, in general is Fact, I have, my- 
ſelf, repeatedly admitted. But, that there 
is in the human Species, perhaps, as 
great Diverſity, as in any other Diviſion 
of the Animal Creation, I am, I coufels, 
with many others. fully perſuaded. And 
further, that, were Rationality the only 
Criterion to be depended on for the afcer- 
tainment of his Specific Identity, the 
Hottentot or Caffre would, I fear, in 
that Line, very little ſurpaſs his almoſt 
reaſoning Neighbour, the Elephant. Yet, 
are we fully juſlified in believing that the 
Caffre, brutiſh as he is, may be, compara- 
tively, an enlightened Being : if we hut 
reflect on the Savage Inhabitants of that 
torrid Trac of Africa, extending from the 
tenth Degree of Southern Latitude, to ten 
North of the Equator, and Eaſtward, to 
the ſwampy Marſhes and enormous Lake 
of Zara: a Space, including, likewiſe, the 
Lunar Mountains, whole inacceſlable 
Heights imply ſuch intenſneſs of Cold, 
as to unite, between their Summits and 
their 
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their Baſe, not only the extreams of Heat 
and Cold, but, probably every different 
Degree of Climate exiſting from the 
Equator, even to the Poles. _ 

This critical Tract of Country con- 
ſidered, (which, by its varied Gradations 
of Heat and Cold, of Dainp and Dry, 
ſeems reſpeRively adapted to every poſſible 
Animal Production) I am far from diſ- 
believing even the moſt marvelous Rela- 
tions of the adventurous few who have 
explored the Acceſſible Parts of this dan- 
gerous Region.——-My only Doubt, re- 
ſpecting the mute Savages both aquatic 
and terreſtrial that we are told of,. is nor, 

if they were actually ſeen or faithfully de- 
ſcribed, but, whether they were really an 
e/labliſhed Species, whether they were regu- 
larly engendered; in ſhort, if they were 
not Mules. 
nd here, as an unanſwerable Refuta- 
tion of the Atheiſiical Doctrine of Chance, 
I cannot but remark and reverance that 
truly providential Precaution by which 
the permanent Identity of Species is pre- 
ſerved, throughout che innumerably varied 


animal 
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animal Creation.— The ever conſiſtent 
Deity wilely foreſeeing the irreſiſtible Ef- 
fects of that Maſter- Paſſion which he had 
univerſally implanted for the Preſervation 
and Encreaſe of all. Has (in effeQual 
Precluſion of that unlimited Irregularity 
which muſt have otherwiſe attended it) 
 Hrevocably entailed the compleateſt ina- 
bility of Procreation, on Mules of every 
Kind. 

That every conſiderable Lake which I 
have ſeen in different parts of the Conti- 
nent, was inhabited by ſome aquatic Ani- 
mal peculiar to itſelf, I can in Conſcience 
Aſſert; and as we are told, that in a 
River flowing from this wonderous Lake 
of Zara, an Animal is found which is, 
from the Waiſt upwards, nearly of the 
human Form, and that it is, as Father 
Meroila reports (who had often eat cg it) 
commonly Sold to the Savage Nattves, 
under the Portugueſe Name of Pex 
Molliier or Woman's Fleſh : and, as no- 
thing is more certain than that the Pongo 
or Colloſſeal Oran- outang (which is often 
more than eight Feet high, and, requent- : 


ly - 
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ly ſeen trolling, even to the Coaſt cf 
Angola) differs outwardly from Man in 
nothing but the want of Speech and a 
better natural Cloathing: and as their 
fondneſs for the Women of that Country 
is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by their omitting 
no opportunity to raviſh them, when Ac- 
cident puts it in their Power. How far 
the Divine Precaution above alluded to, 
may be extended to this Croſs, can be de- 
termined only by actual Fxperience. 
But, that Mute Animals of perfectly 
human figure, which were ſhewn to the 
Miſſionary Francis di Pavia, in the Lake 
of Zara (who 'nll then diſbelieved the 
Fact) might well be of the Mule Kind, 
and engendered between the Pongo, and 
the above Mermaids, appears by no 
Means unlikely, particularly, if their 
natural Fondnels for the real Women of 
that Country, together with their ſuß- 
poſed Irrationallity, be conſidered. And. 
that they ſhould when born, often emerge 
(as they are ſaid to do) from their 
aquatic Element, does but conſiſt with 
the inherent Nature of at leaſt, * their 
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Male Parent. And ſtill more, if we re- 
flet on the gradual habituation that the 
immenſe Swamps ſurrounding this Lake, 
would, not barely prompt and facilitate, 
but often, accidentally force them to. 
For, the Newt or Eft, which is aquatic, 
or at beſt Amphibious in Middleſex, 
emerges in the hilly parts of Kent, and © 
actually commencing Lizard, inhabits the 
warm dry Walls of that more Southern 
County, as I have myſelf remarked, at 
Cale Hill, not many Miles from Can- 
terbury, ket 
That neither Figure nor Reaſon can 
alone conſtitute a human Being, the Ele- 
phant, and the Poygo (if he be not one) 
in oppolition to their ſavage Neigh- 
bours, ſufficiently evince. — That the 
Idea of a human Being, cannot be 
annexed to Speech alone, many of the 
feathered Bipeds amply. prove. And, if 
we- may credit Prince Mauzice's Account 
of the famous Brazillian Parot, as re- 
lated from the Prince's own Mouth by 
Sir William Temple; neither can we 
annex that Idea to the Gift of Speech 
| when 
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when accompanied with even undoubted 
Reaſon.— That the Prince. notwithſtand- 
ing all his incredulous Precautions, 
might be, yet, deceived by the Colluſion 
of is Interpreters (for he purpoſely em- 
ployed two) is certainly poſſible. Tho 


I cannot well conceive to what good 


End; for, the Reputation of the Bird 
had "been long eſtabliſhed. And that 
they ſhould have riſqued ſo wanton and 
unprofitable a Deception on a Perſon of 
the Princes high Rank and Power, is 
is ſurely very unlikely. 

From the Evidence of theſe Fats, 
even as they ſtand, we may I think 
\ conclude that, reſpecting thoſe poſſeſſed 
of Rationallity, no diſcriminating Line 
can poſſibly be drawn And, for the 
Identity of the human Species, we are, I 
fear, reduced to one only Criterion, that 
reſulting from the eternal Law reſpecting 
Mules. —How far it may extend in the 
human Inſtance, can be, probably, no 
where ſo well aſcertained as in this torrid 
Trat of Africa. Where, the Lunar 
Mountains, with the varied Climates that 


they 
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they furniſh, the ſavage Inhabitants, the 


Exiſtence of the Pongo, and the Produce 
of this aſtoniſhing Lake and its [lwampy 
Maiſhes. all joiutly concur to tae Pio— 
duction of every poſſible Animal Phco- 
noinenon.—That ſo luxuriant a Tract 
abounds in Luſus Nature of almoſt every 
denomination, I cannot heſitate to be- 


lieve. But, that ſuch Confuſion does 
in any Inſtance exceed a ſingle Gene- 


ration, is ſo diametrically contrary to 
the invariable Experience of Ages, that 
It is litile leſs than totally incredible. 
The queſtion then, is imply this: —if 
the Male and Female Produce of the 
Pongo (when it accidentally takes place) 
with the Women of Angola, are capable 
of re-producing, they are to all Intenis 


and Purpoſes, Human. And, in Point 


of Statute and Bodily Powers, would 
probably mend the Race.—lf, on the 
Contrary, they cannot re-produce, they 
are maniſeſtly Mule, and by Conſequence, 
the Pongo Race Brutes. 

It may be, I hope, permitted to add 
* if a Doubt exiſts of the Pongo 


being 


\ 
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being human. ſurely a fair Experiment 


of Croſs with a ſtrong healthy Woman 
of the Country, 1s too intereſting in 
every Light, either of Advantage or 
Curioſity, to be omitted, Independent 
of his being often nine feet high, his 
Strength is ſuch, that with a ſingle back 
Stroke of his open Hand, he has been 
ſeen to fell a pretty ſtout Tree, when de- 
ſirous of its Fruit. But, if accidentally 
enthralled or taken, his love of Liberty 
is ſuch, that it has hitherto baffled all 
Attempts to keep him alive, by his obſti- 
nate Reſuſal of every Kind of Nouriſh— 
ment.— Thus far my Informer, who was 
a Gentleman of Veracity, and obtained 
his Intelligence at Angola, where he con- 
unued a conſiderable Time. 

But, that the Pongo is not human, or 
at leaſt, not Rational, the following Al gu- 


ments and ſacts if true, ſtrongly induce 


me to ſuſpect.— Firſt, the vilbly mixed 


Nature and ſuperior Size and Powers 
that muſt neceſſarily reſult from the re- 
ſpective Qualities of the Objects of this 
Croſs, when it fortuitouſly happens, 


would 
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would, probably, if the Generations were 
continued. have, long ſince eſtabliſhed their 
human Identity, for, Mules cannot breed. 

— Beſides, would they? if Rational, gifted 
as they are with ſuch Collofſeal Powers 
and Stature, have ſo long continued, a 
merely ſugitive Race amidſt Neighbours 
ſo incomparably their inferiors in that 
reſpect.— Of their Irrationallity,- the fol- 
lowing is a glaring Inſtance. When the 
Inhabitants of the Country quit thole 
Fires, which they often kindle for culitary 
and other Purpoſes, the Pongo Tribe are 
faid immediately to advance and feat 
themſelves round the remaining Embers. 
But, though an imitative Animal, they 
were never yet ſeen :o' apply the long 
Staffs they always Walk with, ſor the 
renewal of that expiring warmth which 
they are ſo evidently fond of. 

I cannot forbear relating a pointedly 
ſimilar Inſtance of the Want of Keaſon 
which I myſelf obſerved in a favourite 
Bitch : who was, yet, uncommonly ſaga- 
cious in her kird. It may ſerve indeed, 
to buog home to every Man's Obſerva- 
2 4 tion, 


CF. 
tion, the manifeſt Diſtinction between 


Inſtint and Reaſon.— This Bitch, 
though even naturally diſpoſed to fetch 
any other Thing ſhe was ſent for, yet! 
when in cold Weather uneaſy and per- 


plexed between the Deſire of Warmth, 
and the Love ofgher cuſhion, and ever 
whining till it was brought for her to 


the Fire Side, never in a fingle Inſtance 
brought it there herſelf : nor could be 


even taught to do it, as an Objeft of In- 


tereſt 10 herſelf, though ſhe would readily, 


if ordered, lay it at her Maſter's Feet, 


in what ever Part of the Room he might 


direct. | 


I am a real Admirer of Montaigne, 


but, in his Inſtance of the Hound, I 
cannot but think he begs the Queſtion 
in Favor of the Rationality of Brutes.— 
He aſſetts as a Proof of it that, if, in 


purſuit of its Game down a Lane which 


chances to open into three different Roads, 
the Dog happens to lay his Noſe with 
out Effect on two of them, he, without 


further Tryal, or, to uſe his own. 


Words, ſans plus marchander, purſues 
| C | his 
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his Chaſe down the third. Now, be- 
ſides that this truly Laconic Inference 
would do no Diſcredit even to the 
human Race; independent of the purſuit 
of Prey being the inſtinctive Profeſſion 
of his Kind, 1s it not far more pro- 
bable? That a very high Scent, from 
which the ſudden Change of Scene had 
for a Minute diverted his Attention, was 
in fact the real cauſe of his Deciſion. 

For the Tag 44 of the Elephant, 
it is, I confeſs, io apparent in many In- 
- ſtances, that, if they are Authentic, one 
is ſcarcely juſtified in doubting of it. 
But, for Quadrupeds, and Inſects of the 
gregarious kinds ; however aſtoniſhingly 
juſt their Order, and ſubtile their Con- 
trivance, as it 1s demonſtrably Innate, 
by its ſpecific uniformity. in the reſpec- 
tive Tribes, I cannot heſitate to deem 
it merely Inſtindi.— Every Republic of 
Bees or Ants, every Colony of Marmots, 
of Bever, or of Rats, however diſtant 
from any other of its Kind, is uni- 
formly governed, and its reſpective Ha- 
bitations conſtructed by naturally in- 
1 | herent 
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herent and invariable Rules. The. 


ſcratching of either the Dog or Cat 
kind, though when it is on penetrable 


Soil, it. obviouſly tends to bury ſome- 
thing, is yet, in abſolute Contradidion to, 


Reaſon, equally employed upon a wooden. 
floor, or on a Stone Pavement, if they 
are reduced to depoſit any Thing upon 
ſo hard a Surface. And, the very ſame 
Actions of raking over it are practiced 
with both their feet and noles, although, 
far from having ſcratched up any Duſt 
to cover -with, no Sign even of impreſ- 
ſion has been made. 

The Spider, though ſo confined from, 
an Egg as never to have beheld a Fly, 
will yet, weave his Net, and place it 
with the moſt apparent View of enſoar- 
ing that Animal of which, although his 


Natural Prey, he can have had no * | 


experimental knowledge. 
C 2 As 
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* As the late Mr. Hume ſeems, in his Eſſays 
to inſiſt much upon the Memory and Exper: 
mental Knowledge of domeſtic Brates : it is ſurel * 
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As I have quoted the Brazilian Parot 
(deemed by Mr. Lock, not unworthv of 
his Notice) I cannot help obſerving that, 
in addition to the Inſtinct implamied in 
every Avimal, excepting Man; the feather- 
ed Tribe peſſeſs, not only the Brpcd Pri- 
viledges of articulate Speech, and an 
erect Poſition, with the tranſcendent Fa- 
culty of traverſing the Clouds; but, as 
is lufficiently manifeſt from a trite; tho 
not a complicate Inſtance, ſome very un- 
equrvocal Portion of even experimental Know- 
| ledge. —T here are few Perſons who have 
no: themſclves witneſſed the apt Docility 
of the Goldfinch in drawing water with 
| his 


4 


of learning and retaining many Tricks and even 
uſeful Leſſons, is too obvious not to be eaſily ad- 
| mitted. But, .that this can be juſtly deemed ſuch 
. Knowledge as is commonly termed Rational, I can 
| by no Means grant; ſince, they are ſo far from 
drawing the ſmalleſt Inference from it, which 
might be beneficial to themſelves, that no Inſtance 
| is known of their having cer applied it to the 
[ erſonal Purpoſes of either Eaſe, Security, or Pre- 
| bn. As the account of the above Bitch 
and her Cuſhion, alone, amply teſtifies. For her 
inſtincdtiue Powers, her Memory, and her Fidelity, 
far exceeded thoſe of any Dog I ever met with. 
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his Bill and Claw from a little Well 
ſuſpended to his Cage, and by a Chain 
wh. Bucket proportioned: to his Strength. 
For his Docility. I grant he has it 
but in common with the Quadruped. 
But, for the uſeful Application he ſponta- 
niuſly makes of this luſtrudliion jor the 
ſupply of his occafional Wants, it not only 
eſtabliſhes his incomparable ſuperiority 
in the rational line over the Bitch above 
alluded to, but has likewiſe, no incon- 
fiderable Tendency 10 confirm the even 
genuine Rationality of the celebrated 
Brazilian Parot. 

I will pals over the wonderſul Con- 
trivance and inimitable Wor kmanſhip 
of their endleſsly varied Nefls. The 
well calculated Propriety and preciſe 
Order in which their Flights are Mar- 
ſhalled. And that aſhoniſhing Senfbi- 
lity, whether of Scent, of 8 or of 
whatever Faculty, that ſo infallibly di- 
recs their annual Migrations through a 
Pathleſs Region of many thouſand 
Miles. —That all this is the mere El- 
tet of Divine Inning its wonderous 

Superioriiy 
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Superiority as clearly proves, as its 
ſpecific appropriation and Inherence in 
the reſpective Tribes. n 
Io enumerate half the Inſtances that 
might be adduced in Proof of Inſtinct 
or innate Sazactly would be an endleſs 
undertaking. But,—if to have their 
Minds cultivated (or rather, naturally 
furniſhed) to the full Extent of their 
Capacity, without the tedious Proceſs of 
Schooling, —to be endued with Know- 
ledge, without the Riſque inſeperable 
from Experience.—To enjoy the preſent, 
without offenſive Reflections on the fu- 
 ture,—To be inſenſible to thoſe humi- 
liating ſuggeſtions, that are the invariable 
Attendents on Conſciouſneſs and Com- 
pariſon ;—and finally to be relieved from 
the Burthen of Life when its Faculties 
of Enjoyment are worn out, without the 
Pain of Apprehenfion, in which oui al- 
moſt oracular Poet declares the Pang of 
Death principally to conſiſt. If theſe 
be truly unalloid Bleſſings, they are the 
happy Lot of the Inſtinctive Tribes. 
And an enviable Lot indeed to "= 
1 


T7 
did not that [Reaſoning Intelle& and 
Free Will which were imparted to him 
in Lieu of theſe temporary Advantages, 
demonſtrably announce, the perhaps end- 
leſs Reward of their virtuous Applica» 
tion. 

Reſpecting the vegetable Claſs, I ſhall 
barely obſerve, what muſt indeed | be 
obvious to every ſpeculative Mind, that 
it is poſſeſſed of one Facultie in com- 
mon, (in an at leaſt equal degree) with 
both the merely animal. and the moſt 
exalted Rational Specits.— That of A- 
milation, by which truly God-aſlerting 
Faculty, every Specimen of theſe three 
Claſſes, is alike - furniſhed with the 
Power of encreaſing its Volume and of 
 perleQting its reſpectively Aſſigned Form, 
from a ſcarcely diſcernable Embryo, even 
to the wondrous Beauty and magnitude 


of the ſtately Cedar or the enormous 


Leviathan. — How far the Coraline Tribe 
may be Partakers of the general Pro- 
perties of every Claſs except the Rational, 
is an Enquiry which has already called 
forth the Talents of ſo very ingenious 
| a Natu- 
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a. Naturaliſt, that I may ſafely refer the 
Reader to Mr, Ellis's elaborate Eſſay on 
that intereſting Article. 5 
I will now proceed with the adven- 
turous Undertaking 1 have engaged in, 
and without being in any ſort dilcourag- 
ed by the unſucceſsful Attempts. of en- 
— . Gin Philoſophers of every Age, in 
Defence of the Souls Exiſtence, or by 
the poſitive Deciſions of many of the 
preſent, againſt even its poſbility, I 
here ſteadily aillert, and ſhall, I truſt, 
be enabled to prove (as far as Argument. 
Analogy, and Inference can ſuffice to do 
it) that the Soul has, not only a real, 
unequiyocal, diſtin& Exiſtence, but, that 
is likewiſe, Material, however exquiſitely 
Hg inte what Mankind have uni- 
verfally agreed to term Spirit. aide, 
I am, 1 confeſs, unable to compre- 
hend how Mr. Voltaire (and the Au- 
thors of thoſe. detached Eſſays contain- 
ed in the three laſt — — of his 
Works, Geneva Edition, 1773, could. 
wich any Colour of Conſiſtency have. 
even dexided the Idea of a Future wierd 
Will 
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whilſt they yet! readily admitted "the 

Exiſtence of the Deity : againſt which, 
many of their Objections to the poſſible 

Exiſtence of the Soul, militate with at 
leaſt equal Force. 

Since, however, theſe Writers wt 
ther through Decency, or from the Con- 
viction of their Reaſon) have, at any 
Rate admitted Gods Exiftance, together 
with his all- powerful Train of Attri- 
butes, and that theſe Attributes muſt 
of Neceſſity involve an ultimate, but 
inevitable Obſervance of Equity, as 
no Motive for its Infringment could, 
with ſuch Attributes, poſſibly exiſt. 
How could they anywiſe reconcile with 
this Equity? That periſhable State, to 
which they ſo peremptorily conſign the 
Spiritleſs human Body. Could they have 
denied its being originally forced into 
Exiſtence ? Could they have diſputed irs 
Subjection to many, often, undeſerved 
Miſeries? Had they not felt that Con- 
ſcience, feeble as it is, and, that the 
reaſoning Intellect excluſively imparted to 
the human Race, had forcibly demonſ- 
trated the general Advautages of Vintue? 


had 
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had their own Paſſions never maniſeſted 
to them, their perverſe oppoſition to a 
compliance - with the difintereſted Pre- 
cepts of this Virtue? And could that 
Reaſon of which they on other Sub- 


jects poſſeſſed ſo ample a Portion) poſ- 


ſibly have failed to luggeſt to them, that, 
a ſucceſsful Combat with theſe over- 
bj bearing 
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* Although this Eſſay was intended as chief 

Phyſical, I cannot forbear inſerting one mora 

Obſervation on this Combat of the Paſſions.— No- 
thing can leſs conſiſt with a Worldly Trial, than 
a Retreat from that Society which was manifeſt- 
ly intended to be the Scene of it. A State of 
Apathy thus violently procured, appears to me, 


little better than an Act of premature Death. If 


the Conduct of our Paſſions be the real Teſt of 
our Merit, neither a churliſh Seclution frum their 
Effects nor even, a total Suppreſſion of them can 


be right.—Whoever is divelted of Senſibility, is 


neceſlarily precluded from the poſſible Attainment 
of Merit.—Irt is the proper Regulation of the Paſ- 


 fions, when they might elle counteract the op- 


portunities of Benevolence, or influenee the De- 
ciſions of Equity,—It is ſuch temperate, yet libe- 
ral Indulgence of them, as, by checking Habits 
of mere Senſuality, will effeftually ſecure not 
only a Continuance..of their Enjoyment, but like- 
wiſe a Promptneſs and an Adequacy to every vir- 


that 
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bearing Paſſions in favour of Society, 
together with the patient Endurance of 
undeſerved Miſeries (where that had been 
the Caſe) having manifeſtly rendered them 
meritorious in the Eſtimation of this 
JusT BEING, the Reward of their Succeſs 
in that dangerous Combat, which was 
probably ordained as their eartily Trial, 
would be but conſiſtent with the indevi- 
able Equity of Him who had ſorcibly 
impoſed it. Or, could they prepoſter- 
. oully have conceived, that this God of 
Equity and Goodneſs, although amply 
enabled to have imparted ever ſisiling 
Benevolence and Happineſs to. all the 
Children of his Creation {by thoſe very 
Attributes they have themſelves allowed 
him) has rather choſen to let looſe upon 
ahem thoſe overbearing Paſſions and that 
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that benign Deity? Who has nn in vs 
that for our Trial, which, if properly conducted, 
is itſelf a moſt luxurjbus, although a tempora 

Reward.—Such N underitand to have been the 


Baſis of genuine Epicurean Morality Morality. 
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Inundation of varied * Evils under which 
| | we 
4 
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* That a View to earthly Probation was the 
real Origin Evil I have already ſufficiently ex- 
plained in the fenth Tract. And likewiſe, that it 
could effect that Purpoſe on the human Race, no 
otherwiſe than by the Impartment of Reaſon to 
him, which is Experimental Sagacity, and of Free 
Will: in diſtinction from tbe 8 of that in- 
fallible Inſtindt or mate Sagacity which is the 
Portion of every other - 3/4 evidently ap- 
3 from the - 89th Idler of the late Doctor 
Samuel Johnſon, written on this expreſs Subject, 
that he was unacquainted with the above Doc- 
trine in the Year 1759. And ſtill more-fo, in his 
Review of Mr. Soame Jenins's. Original of Ewil. 
In which he roundly ſays, that Gentleman, de- 
cides too eaſily upon a queſtion out of the reach 
of human determination.”—Yet, in two Parts of 
Mr. Boſwel's Account of the Doors Journey to 
the Hebrides, two years after I had publiſhed it, 
he. ſeems to have ſo perfectly adopted my Solu- 
tion of that important Queſtion, as confidently to 
deliver it; (for his own, I prefume.)—He might 
indeed have taken from the Tract itſelf, at leaſt 
two other Solutions, of far more embaraſſing mo- 
ral Difficulties : which I flatter myſelf with hav- 
ing as effectually ſurmounted. But, he either 
prehended they might. claſh with that Ortho- 
oxy. of which he was ſo obſtinately tenacious ; 
or, he had not really read the Tract. But had 
accidentally taken the Obſervation from my own 
Mouth at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, during a little 
Debate 1 held upon that Subject, while at din- 


ner, 


( 39 ) | 
we manifeſtly labour, without any fus 
ture Object of Compenſation in his 
View. os OO 3 

But, as ſuch uncandid, not to ſa 
blaſphemous Concluſions cannot poſſibly 
conſiſt with that Equity ſo univerſally 
aſcribed to him, and as the Reward re- 
fulting from this Alternative, could be 
beſtowed upon the Virtuous, at the ex- 
piration of their earthly Toils, ſolely by 
a Continuation of their Exiſtence in a 


happier State. Unleſs they will adopt 


the cumbei ſom Idea of a corforeal Reſur- 


recon, the Exiſtence of a ſurviving Spirit 


in thoſe to be rewarded, becomes an 


inevitable Conſequence of the above Con- 
ceſſion. For, it is ſurely lels irrational 


1 1 
n 1 1 


ner, with his Friend Goldſmith. | ber tür t 


vas actually in the Preſs. It was the only Time 


Jever was in Company with the Doctor: and I 
remember, he rather roughly, told poor Gold- 
{mith, to hold bis Tongue, for the Gentleman (he 
knew not my Name) had given him a very ſuf- 
ficient, I think he ſaid, 1 Anſwer. And 
he ovght to be fatished.— 


the Name of Donne has likewiſe adopted the 
Doctrine, in the fourth Sermon of thoſe pub- 
liſhed in his Name. For he too is Dead. 


find a Clergyman of 
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and leſs impious, totally to denie the 
Exiſtence of a God; than it is, one Mo- 
ment to diſpute his Equity: a Deficiency 
of which, could be no how paliated by 
either Want or Weakneis in an 411- 
POWERFUL BEING. Except they could in 
the true Hebrew Priuciple, ſuppoſe him, 
like the Jealous God of Moſes, cruelly 
to vilit the Sins of Fathers upon their 
harmleſs Ofspring. Even to the third 
and fourth Generation. Or, abſurdly to 
recompence the undeſerved ſuffering of 
departed Parents, by rewards to their 
aneh, Progenie. 

The Soul then, by the faireſt Iuſerence 


daun even from their own Conceſſions, 


manifeſtly” exiſts. And, though I might 
ſecurely intrench myſelf under this juſt 
Concluſion: Yet, having already deter- 
mined to engage in a. 2 cal Proof of 
its diſtincdt Exiſtence in the humam 
Frame, it may not be improper to com- 


bat that PA,. Objeflion on which they 


moſt infiſt—your Hands, lay they, and 
many other Parts, pay a moſt ready 
en to vour Will, (which we pre- 

ſume 


Oo 


ſame is but another Word for your 
Soul or that Spiritual Portion of you, 
which you contend for) yet, would its 
Dictates avail but little, ſnould they be 
Idly addreſſed to your Stomach; its Fa- 
culties of Digeſtion being in no lort 
ſubordinate to the power of Volition, 
are Solely dependent on their own. good 
or ill Condition; they neither! recognize 
or, obey any Director Whatever. 
The very utmoſt that this Argument 
can tend to prove, is, that ſome Organs 
of the human Frame, are evidently more 
dependent upon our Will than, 5 
But, it by no Means invalidates either 
the diſtiuct Exiſtence, or the Power of 
that Will in any Inſtance where its Ex- 
ertion could have been expedient or 
really beneficial to the animal CEcenomy. 
In thoſe of Digeſtion or Circulation, 
it was, for the moſt obvious Reaſons; : 
neceſſary, that the Action of the Organs 
deſtined to each reſpective Pioceſs meuld 
be involuntary. And without mention- 
ing any other, I truſt theſe Gentlemen 
will grant that, While allcep, and in- 
5 | capable 


— 
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teapable of directing them, ide ſuſpention 
f theſe Functions had been rather in- 
convenient. — It is tor the diſtinct Ex- 
iſtence of the Mind. not for its un- 
limitted POwer; that we contend. And, 
of its divine Contrivance, there can be 
no ſtronger Argument than the amazing 
Preciſion with which its vat Degrees 
of Attention are adapted to ref 
Functions: for, in every office? where 
Volition muſt have cle upon inade- 
— Information, have been too tar 
2n its Direction. or totally unneceſſary; 
the truly providential Deity has imparted 
to the reſpective Organs them ſelues, ſuch 
inſtinctive Action as could alone have 
Suited them. That our 'Eyelids are, in 
general, obedient to our Will. is evident. 
But were not their Action likewiſe,” often 
involuntary, or were the Valve which 
10 effectually guards the Entrance of our 
Windpipe during the paſſage over it. of 
every Aliment, actuated only by our Will, 
its direction had been in ang 26 Yn 
— late: 

To enquite at what Period of Con- 
5 ception 
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ception or Geſlation the Spirit is united 
to the Body, is little to the Purpoſe, 
could it even be decided.—That it now 
exiſts, every Man may, by the very act 
of thinking on it, perceive. -- And though, 
we readily admit that Moſes took no 
Cognizance of it whatever in thoſe Laws 
which he pretended to deliver. (as im- 
mediately from God) to his miſerable 
People. Yet is Mr. Voltaire certainly) 
in an Error, when he facetiouſly ſup- 
Poles its dy/{in& Exiſtence to be the ſole 
Suggeſtion of Chriſtianity, .- ſince, the 
moſt unequivocal Notions. of a Fu- 
turity (and that, a ſpiritual and dif-. 
tin> one, which could not very con- 
ſiſtently have been preached. by a Jew, 
and to a Jewiſh Audience) have been 
dilcovered to obtain in Countries where 
the Doctrines of _ Chriſtianity, had yet 
never penetrated. When this Writer 
deſcends to the trite, and abſurd Queſ- 
tion of, who ever beheld his oum or any 
other Soul; I know not if I am more 
enclined to pitty his want of Candour. 
or to cenſure his wreiched, Inſult on 
| D the 
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the Underſlandings of his fellow Crea- 
tures. —That he ſhould have diſputed 
the Abilities of the Deity. to conceal. 
that from the obvious perception of Man, 
which, for the wiſeſt Purpoſes, it was 
inexpedient for him to be poſitively in- 
formed about, is altogether incredible. 
Nor is this Author or his Aſſociates - 
to be told, that God has beneyolently 
imparted that to Man, which, if cul- 
tivated with Integrity, amply fuffices to 
the removal of every Cloud in which 
this Myſtery is providentially envelop- 
&d,—To the enlightened Minds of ſuch 
as properly avail themſelves of this 
divine Faculty, and to ſuch only, Will 
the human Spirit be viſible; for only 
ſuch can have deſerved, or could in-, 
deed be truly gratified with this in- 
tellectual Viſion. 5 
That the human Soul, (or, a con- 
tinuation of that Identical Conſciouſneſs... 
of Exiſtence which we now - polleſs) | 
will be extended, to the meritorious. 
in a Future State, is the inevitable 
Reſuly of. Inferences drawn from their / 
own 


(" & } 


own Conceſſions. And indeed, however 
clumſily they affect to deny it, they are 
often reduced (in ironical Compliance. 
with the Formalities of a Religion im- 
poſed upon them by the local accident 
of their Birth) verbally to acknowledge 
it, But, as their principal Objection is 
founded on the improbability, that'a 
Faculty ſo Active, ſhould ſeperately exiſt 
in every Man, without his Knowledge 
or perception of it; inſtead of ſtating 
and individually refuting the numerous 
Changes into which they have multi- 
plied this Argument. It remains only 
to be phyſically proved, that a. Spirit 
equally Active, may moſt compleatly 
pervade our Frame, for any given Time, 
without manifeſting the minateſt 7 2 
ment of either its preſence, its Entrance,” 
or its Exit. EL 
A moſt unequivocal eſtabliſhment of 
this analogous Fact, will, I truſt, in the 
Courſe of this Enquiry ſufficiently Ap- 
pear. I now proceed to it, and, with- 
out referring the Reader to a preceed- 
ing Tract, I will, in few words, ſtate 
ps VA the 


{ «>. } 
the Heads of that intereſting Hypotheſis, 


which I many Years. ago delivered to 
the Speculative World, and on which I 
ever thought, that the moſt important 
Concluſions might be fairly founded, 
its reſult was ſimply this 

1ſt, That as Organization, of what- 
ever Kind, is equally within the Power 
of the Deity, that of Spirit muſt, of 
force, be ſo: And that, from the Sub- 
vlty and Activity of its component Parts, 
it muſt, when organiſed be of all others | 
the moſt coercive. - 

2dly, That, from the ll En Pro- 
perties of Air, ſuch a ſpititual Agent, 
would be capable of Contraction or 
Dilatation, to any conceivable Degree. 

gdly. That, from our experimental, 
knowledge of Heat and Light, its per- 
valive and Diſſolvent Powers, would 
literally have no Limits, but ſuch as 
were alſigned it by the Eternal Orga- 
niſer. 

__4thly, That, from the aſtoniſhing Ve- 
locity of the Sun's Rays, its aftivity, 
may be fully conceived. 


th * 
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Sit That, from the poſſible Nes 
tion of almoſt every Subſtance, to Vas 
pour, and from the indiſpenſible neceſſity 
of that Spirit we call Air, in the pro- 
ceſs of all animal and vegetable Aſſimi- 
lation and Accretion, it appears highly 
probable that both Spirit and Matter, 
are in a mutual and conſtant State of 
Convertion, each to other. 

Gchly. That the ſame Aſſimilative 
Power which can. both in the Animal 
and Vegetable Species, encreale a ſcarcly. 
viſible Embrio, to the enormous Volume 
of the Cedar or the Leviathan, ſuf- 
ficiently ſuggeſt the Impartability of fuck 
a Power, to a Spiritual Agent, as ſhould 
enable it, by a like Aſſimilation, either 
to encreaſe or contract its Figure to 
whatever aſtoniſhing and irreſiſtible Di- 
mentions its Creator might be pleaſed to, 

reſtrict 1 | 
That all this js poſſible to che Deity,. 
no Man who Philoſophically contem- 
plates the many permanent Wonders 
which he has "manifeſtly wrought. will 
heſitate one moment to believe. But, as 


every 
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every Man is not a Philoſopher, I will 
_ endeavour, by the Aſſiſtance above al- 
Juded to, ſo to elucidate and exemplify 
the different Articles of this Hypotheſis, 
as to bring theit Conception, in a more 


preſentable Form to the immediate View 


and comprehenſion of fair and common 


Reaſon. 


Nothing will more hay 


enable us to proſecute this Undertak- 


ang, than analogous Examples, drawn 


from known and eſtabliſhed experimen- 
tal Fats. Nor indeed, with ieſs Hazard 


of Deception, For, as they will furniſh 
many viſible Inſtances upon a Scale 


| ſufficiently adapted to ordinary Com- 


prehenſion, ſo, we may be well aſſured 


of their falling ſo infinitly Short of 
thoſe wrought by Omnipotence, as to 


preclude all poſſibility of Error in our 


Concluſions. 


That the folidity of any Subſtance 
we are acquainted with, is no impedi- 


ment to its convertibility into Spirit, is 
ſufficiently exemplified in the Chemical 
 redudtion of Gold to ſuch tenuity a8 


to 


is 7. 
ds riſe in Vapor in the Alembic ; or. 
by its mere Solution in its oun Diſ- 
ſolvent; whoſe Precipitate becomes (from 
Saturation with the Nitrous Acid) far 
more inflammable and exploſive than even 
Gunpowder itſelf. That it is again re- 
ducible to its metalic ſtate, is but 
corroborative of the fifth Article of our 
Hypotheſis.— That the hardeſt Subſtances 
are equally reducible to Spirit, has. by 
the late Experiments on the Inflam- 
mability of the Diamond, been placed 
beyond a Doubt. Nay more, they have 
been proved to conſiſt of a Phlogiſton 
ſo entirely pure and penetrative, as to- 
tally to pervade the Pores even of 
Glaſs, and in one Senſe to exceed in 
Subtilty the Particles even of Light, 
the Glaſs through which it was eva- 
. Porated being Opake. 
To object, that an organiſed nd-a ani- 
mated Spirit compoſed of ſuch Materials 
would. by its combuſtably active Qua- 
lities, be applicable only to immediate 
and irriſiſtable Diſtruction, will be but 
of * Availment to the pertinaciaus 
: - Ingenuity 


£8: | 

Ingenuity of the Sceptic. A Spirit 
cqually Active, forcible and pervaſive, 
is not only producible by the moſt 
ſimple Proceſs of the Electrician. but 
it is with like Facility conveyable into 
our Bodies, which for any given Time 
may ſerve it as a common Conduit, 
with ſuch perfect Security and inoffen- 
ſiveneſs as even to elude all Conſciouſ- 
nes of its being there. 

Shall we then deign a ee of 
i Mr. Voltaire's petulent Queſtions con- 
cerning the diſtinct .perceptzon of that 
divine Spirit which, though equally, oc- 
cupying and pervading our entire Frame, 
is by the Deity ſo perfectly concealed and 
blended in it, that they have grown up 
and augmented together from I 
inviſihle minateneſs. 

The Prevalence: and. the e of 
Habit is a further Obſtacle to that De- 
monſtration, demanded by Mr. Voltaire; 
and, this Deception is Bae greater than 
the unſpeculative dream of: as is mani- 
feſt in the common effects of Viſion. 
on the Report. of every Man concern- 
tog ing 
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ing the object chat he Views; though {from 
the imperceptible Habits of Calculation 
and AHowance which he has from his 
Infancy: contracted by the involumary 
Corrections of Experience) it be in itſelf 
true, or nearly ſo; is yet, in many 
Reſpects widely different fiom the real 
| Report of Nature on Relina: in ſome, 
the diametrically reverſe. And, could a 
pair of perfect Eyes (without Injury 
from the ſudden unaccuſtomed Glare 
of Lighi) be, at years of Maturity, Jor 
the firſt time applied to ſeveral Gbjects 
placed at varied Diſtances, nothing is 
more certain than that the owier of 
à Caſe of Eyes ſo circumſtanced, would. 
not only, tell you every Object he be- 
held was placed upon its Head, with 
the Earth above it, but, he would per- 
*ceive ſuch wonderful diminùtions of 
Size from every variation of Diſtance. 
As would appear even ridiculouſly in- 
cor ſiſtent with the Ae Wd : 
che Opis. cle, ad 
A Suß boſition me 70 a If 
. fairly ſtated and * conſidered, however 
gel | impoſſible 
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impoſſible in itſelf, would, by an ima- 
ginary Counteraction of immemorial 
Habit, greatly facilitate the Ability of 
anſwering Mr. Voltair's Queſtion.— Were 
it naturally poſſible for a human Being 
to Exiſt in mature and perfect State, 
without a Spirit, and — (like the 
Statue of Pigmalion) it were at once 
inſpired by the Deity with animation; 
J cannot doubt but, from a Creature 
thus abruptly compounded, and conſe- 
quently devoid of Prejudice as of 
Habits, if it were, likewiſe, gifted with 
ſpeculative diſcernment and Diſcourſe. 
We ſhould obtain a very ſatis factory 
Anſwer concerning the Operation, In- 
fluence and Effect of his y N 
Spirit. 

The above is 10 connected with my 
Subject that I can ſcarcely call it a 
Digteſſion; but, to return to it. Inde- 


bendent of ſupernatural Operations. ate 


we not . ourſelves obliged, in whatever 
Undertaking any violent and expediti ve 
Force is requilite, to call in the Aid of 
Spirit, n too, of our own Produc- 
tion.— 
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tion. —Do we not? In the Steam 
Engine, by the active Mediation of one 
Spirit, compel a rather heavy Liquid to 
aſſume the Form of another: and by 
forced and continued Alternatiogs of 
Rarefaction and Condenſation, haas not 
even the circumſcribed Wit of Man 
produced, however relatively Courſe, a 
beneficial Piece of active Organiſm, 
which is now become his primary Agent 
in many a labonous Proceſs. Has he 
not in actual Opeiation, anticipated my 
Hypotheſis, by his incongruous though 
uſetul Imitations of Superior Agency. 
Would be rive the folid Rock, or pro- 
pel the moſt heavy Subſtauces with a 
Velocity and to a Diſtance unattainable, 
by any other human Means, is he not? 
Again reduced to adoperate the Power 
of Spirit. And does he not? By the 
Application of the ſmalleſt Spark of 
Fire, to Combinations of actually ſolid 
Subſtance, iu one Inſtance, as by Magic, 

produce that active Spirit. | 
But what are theſe, to the extenſtve 
* tremendous Ravages of Wind and 
Lightning, 
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Lightning. Yet, even the moſt power- 
ful Effects of Wind, he can, by con- 
finement and condenſation, imitate; as, 
by the Electric Power, he can produce 
the other. Both indeed in miniature, 
ſufficiently, however ro Indentifie their 
reſpeQive Agencies, and to aſcertain their 
undoubted” Spirituality. e 
Let us then candidly acknowledge. 
not only that Spirit is of all Agents the 
moſt powerful, but that, in preciſe Con- 
formity of Principle, that which is the 
lighteſt - and moſt rarified, is in a like 
Proportion the moſt | coercive, The 
Sa: collected Beams being, of all 
| others, en to us, che moſt intenſely 
ſo. . 

jiSince, | in hs Face of theſe notorious! | 
Inflatces! neither the compulſive Agency 
of Spirit. nor the ſudden convertability 
of Subſlance into it, will de diſputed; 
all that can be objected to' this Hypo. 
theſis, is, that in each of the above Ex- 
amples, the intervention of ſome mere 
malerial Machinery having been found 


ere 1 the Powers of Spirit 
be 


— 
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be undeniable, yet is it by confinement 
only, that its Effects can be enen 
oully applied. 

na by human, Means. or. Samos 

Spirit is no otherwiſe applicable to me- 
chanical Purpoſes, I readily admit, nor 
indeed, did I originally propoſe it as a 
Material of human Machinery. What 
1 am labouring to eſtabliſh, is, that. its 


Tenuity or ſeeming immateriality, far 
from diminiſhing its Force, is on the 


contrary, characteriſtic of an invariable 
Exceſs of it.—Ia this, ſurely. I have 
ſucceeded, and if it be acknowledged: 
that, 40 Matter, its Powers are irreſiſti- 
ble, even in che ſcanty. Portions and by 
the unweildy Means that our beſt Ef- 
fofts can deviſe, of what indeed! muſt 
it, be ſuſceptible, when organized by he 
exquiſite Contrivance of the. Dat el 
tificer. i 
18 have dend guns ain . e 
ol theſe  rarefied Materials to fuck: 
— ſul, immediate, and extenſive Ef- 
farts, is, in Truth, virtually to have 
prayed them. organized; and, organizas: 
tion 
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tion: being. conſequently, found compatible 
with Spirit of the extreemeſt tenuity, let 
us try how far the active Cauſe of 
magnetical Effects. of whatever claſs, 
may be conformable to this Concluſion. 
E. Atom with which our Senſes 
or our Speculations are converſant, ex- 
cepting Ether is, demonſtrably, under thie 
Influence of Attraction, though by the 
general Term of Gravity. But, as this 
Quality is, by ſome natural Subſtances, 
capable of being perverted from its cen- 
tral Tendency, and as this power is 
by ſeveral known. and eaſy Proceſſes - 
communicable to others, among which 
Iron 1s by far. the moſt ſuſceptible (either 
in its paſſive or fits active Senſe) of this 
anomalous kind of Gravitation, termed, 
in this Inſtance, Magnetſm.—\ hether | 
this Object of its Influence whey excited 
in a high Degree, be driven into Contact 
with an unexcited bar of that Metal, 
by ſome inviſible outward Impulſe, or 
* by an intermediate Miſus, who 
ſhall determine? But, when I perceive 
between two unglutinated Bodies, on 
1 their 
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their approach to each other, an inflans: 
taneous Coheſion, equalling a Weight 
of three hundred Pounds. And when 
common Senſe and my Experience In- 
form me, that ſuch powerful Effects 


cannot be produced without the inter- 


vention of external Agency: though it 
be of ſo exceedingly ſubtle a Nature as 
to- elude every attempt to Inveſtigation. 


Yet, am I- furely juſtified by the faireſt” 
Parity of reaſoning, to conclude that, as 
the Air I breath, although alike inviſible © 
(being from the Demonſtration of Ex- 
periment, Spongious and Elaſtic) is by 

conſequence, organized. 80 muſt the 
acting Power of. Attraction, manifeſtly 
be, although the ſpecific Manner of 
its organiſm have not yet received the 


irradiating Beams of that univerſal Elu- 


cidator Experience. 


Admitting thefeaContluens'te to be, as i 


1 fincercly think they are, fairly drawn, 


we have here, an incontrovertable In | 


ſtance of exceedingly active (although 
inviſible Organiſm) totally free from any 


2 on — Confinement of en- 


cloſivg 
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cloſiuig Machiuery.—For its coercive , 
Powers, I reler every one who is con- 
verſant with the Compound, horſeſhoe. Mag- 
net, to the mere Evidence of his Eye- 
fight. | And ſor the aſtoniſhingly exten- 
ſive Influence of Gravitation, im its ge- 
neral Senſe (which is undouhbiedly ac- 
tuated by a Similar Principle) the Reader 


has but to conſult the Principia of the 


truely enlightened Newion. Where, he 


will find that Influence to reach (by, an 


almoſt inconceivable . Concatenation of 


Spiritual Organiſm) not only, from this 
. Globe to that of the. Sun, a 


Diſtance comprehending eighty-two Mi. 
lion of Males, but, to be likewiſe, ex- 
panded, throughout he whole Planetary 
Syſlem. Each individual Q:b of which, 
is e actuated by this Attrac- 
tive or gravitating Principle, in an aſcer- 
taivable Proportion to the reſpective Vo- 
lume and diſtance of the other Planets. 
This ſingle Inſlance of an inviſible 
organized Spirit whoſe Extent and Powers, 
however vaſt, are yet eſtabliſhed, not by 
che bare Ihſe dixit of Sir Iſaac Nene 
| ut 


Y 


( 59 ) 


but, by the preciſeſt correpeßdeser of 
Calcalaci6ri Freſulling from the Diſ⸗ 
tance, Magnitude and Revolutions of 
the reſpective Plauets; is, notwithſtanding 
our Ignorance of its Mode of Acting, 
alone ſufficient to convey ſome Idea 
both of Omnipreſenſe and Omnipotence. 
That Attractive Organizm, though. 
probably ſimilar in its general Principal, 
is yet variouſly modified and ſpecifically 
app ropriated, is evident even to our 
limited Knowledge of it, in the three 
Examples of Gravitation, Magnetiſm, 
and 'EleQtrical Attractions. Independent 
of that, which is common between Ca- 
pillary Tubes of whatever Compoſition, 5 
and the Liquid of whatever Kind, that 
is placed in Contact with rheir Extre- 
mities. 2 ray 
By erde inch active 
Power the Rays of Light are propelled 


from the Object where they are gene- 


rated (and the they are fo from the 
Sun's Orb to ours in the very incon- 
fiderable ſpace of eight Minutes is fuf- 
ficiently' notorious,) - the exceſſive Ve- 

. locity 
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locity with which they rebound ſrom 
ſuch apake Subſtances as they are not 
calculated to penetrate, clearly, by their 
Elaſticity, eſtabliſhes their Organiſm.— 
That Rays of Light are indwidually con- 
denſible, or only collectible into a Point 
by Refraction and Reflection, would be 
an Enquiry little io our Purpoſe, even 
if the ſhort duration of their luminious 
Exiſtence did not preclude the poſſibi- 
lity of its Inveſtigation. But, for their 
wonderful Tenuity, boch their Paſſage 
through the denſe Body of Glaſs, and. 
the little Injury with 1 motwich- 
ſtanding their prodigious Velocity) they 
are received upon our Bodies, amply 
evince. N 
Before I proceed [AP wg, in this En- 
_ quiry, I will again Venture to repcat 
my Suppoſition that, the Elements of 
which thele wondrous Agents were origt- 
nally compoſed, . have, however incon- 
ceivably! Ariſen from that infinity of, 
till then, unconnectible Etherial Atoms 
which had from all Eternity floated in 
the boundleſs Regions of oblcuꝛrity. 
| And 


ow 


And mat they now, bv the firſt Creative 
Act of God's inherent Omnipotence, re- 
ceived, together with their Organiſm and 
Aptitudes | to Material contexture, their 
Plyfical Exiſlence. And. as I am inclin- 
ed to truſt that the Sagacious Reader is, 
by this time, ſomewhat familiarized to 
_ the Idea of Spiritual Organiſm, and its 
irriſiſtible Powers, it may be neither in- 
expedient to the Progreſs of our Specu- 
lations, nor fallacious in the way of 
Argument, both to indulge and to ſtate 
ſuch conſequently occurring Conjectures. 
as, if even diſtantly approaching to the 


Truth, may facilitate our Conceptions 
of the Actual Fact. 


It is ſurely nothing derogatory to 
Omnipotence to admit that, in erecting 
the vaſt Fabric of the Univerſe, the 
Agency of Spiritual Beings of his own 
Creation might have been employed: 
(however excluſively perſonal the crea- 
tion of the Elements) nor is it incon- 
fiſtent with the Variety of all Vifble 
Creation, to ſuppoſe the Powers of theſe 
wondrous Agents widely different from 
| E 2 each 
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each other, both in Diſcription and in 
Extent.—In the Front of the leaſt exalt- 
ed Claſs may well be numbered four, 
which, though widely differing in their 
Properties, and perhaps in their n 
are yet alike important. 

The ſubtile Spirit of Attraction may 
| deſervedly take the Lead, fince (in its 
various Modifications) it pervades the | 
_ univerſal planetary Syſtem, and; by its 
active operation (throughout that aftc- 
niſhing Space which is the ſcene of its 
Rotatory Progreſs) in ſome Inſtances 
connects and regulates the various De- 
tail of each individual Orb, in others; 


buy its unremitting Mediation, counter- 


Poiſes, actuates. and I had almoſt ſaid, 
animates the whole, 
After this, may well be placed the 
Air, that pleaſing and univerial Pabulum, 
which, as it ſeems the neceſſary Aliment 
of all Things, is, in its Turn re-pro- 
ducible by: every Subſtance whatever. 
Light may be thirdly ranked, the of- 
ſpring of Fire, if not a milder Fire it- 
ſell: which beſides the genial Warmth 


and 
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and the delightful Benefits of ' Viſion; 
that it was ſo benevolently calculated 
to diffuſe throughout the Univerſe, ſerves 
likewiſe to — and liquifie that Sub- 
ſtance which had, without its Aid con- 
tinued in the Form of Ice. And could 
have adminiſtered its Aſſimilating . 
perties neither to Life nor Vegetation. 
Foutthly the Electric Spirit, which, 
by the often perilous, Vigour of its tre- 
mendous Conquaſſations, and by the 
rapid Diſtribution of its — and 
active Particles, ſerves probably as au 
occaſional corrector of that elſe ſtagnant 
and torpid Tendency, which: the hete- 
rogeneous admixtures and the unremit- 
ting Niſus of the forgoing Spirits e 
have been elſe obnoxious too 
There are perhaps many other Spirits 
of this merely miniſterial Species, yet 
undiſcovered, but, for theſe, nothing can 
be leſs equivocal than their Exiſtence. 
That three of them have the property 
of pervading every Subſtance whatever, 
and that they are all four Capable of 
at once exiſting in the ſame Space or 
Veſſel, 


r 

Veilel, without Impediment to each 
other, naturally leads to the Contempla- 
tion of ſuch Shen Orders of Spiritual 
Being, as, when compoled of all theſe 
Active Materials, and gifted, by their 
Creator with aſſimilative Powers and 
rational Intelle& in a Degree propor- 
tioned to their deſtined Agency, would 
be adequately Suited to che Conſirac- 
tion even of Worlds. | | 

By Aſſimilative Powers I would be 


underſtood to mean, not barely the Ac- 


cretion or Augmentation of — Volume 
by whatever Quantity of all or eicher 
of the above Spiritual Materials, but 
likewiſe the Excretory Faculty, of in- 
ſtamly diſcarding whatever quantity My 
had aſſimilated of either, and, in what- 
ever Form or Subſtance thele 10407 iou ſ- 
ly converiable Macerials.” could, by the 

coercive 


— — 


* A fimple dut fafficiently extenſive Inſtance 
of theſe Faculties ven in unanimated Spirit, is 
perpetually preſented to us, in the immenſe Vo- 
lumes of Water hourly extracted in Vapour fro 
the Ocean, and transferred in the Shape of Hail, 
Snow, or Rain, to ſuch Regions of the Earth 28 
mutt, without this providential Agency have been 
parched up, uſeleſs, and uninhabited. 


EE 

coercive Faculties of ſuch Superior 
Agency, be wrought - and moulded 
into. And, when we every where per- 
ceive theſe properties exiſting (with how= 
ever ſlow an Operation) in the whole 
animal and vegetable Tribes, and naturally 
Changing their Figures and Augmentiny 
their Volume from, even, the minuteſt 
Germ, to the moſt enormous Magnitude, 
Surely the Transfer of ſome analogous 
Proceſs, however rapid and extenfive in 
its Effeas, to ſuch intellectual Spirits as 
were adapted and organized to theſe ek 
preſs Purpoſes by their Creator, is too 
_ conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Parity of 
Reaſoning to put to a Mo- 
ments Effort. 

If Analogy may be our Guide, we 
are fairly juſtified by all we can dif- 
cover in the Natute of inanimate Spirit, 
to ſuppoſe that even when animated by 
the Deity, it is {till ſubjected to the 
adual. Neceſſity of Jome Species of reſlora- 
tive Aſſimilation, independent of the ex- 
tenſive Faculties above alluded to. For, 
we are converſant with no Spitit what - 

| cyer, 
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ever, that can long ſubſiſt without Ke- 
freſhment or Renewal. —Even Air, the 


apparent Pabulum of every other Spirit, 
being itſelf of ſo impermanent a Nature, 


as to be impairable in its elaſtic Powers, 


by mere Confinement in a well cloſed 
Veſſel if it be of any conſiderable dura- 
tion.—Let, that a Phyſical Suffciency 
to their own Exiſtence may be allotted 
to the varied Orders of intellectual Spi- 
rits, in a Degree proportioned to their 


i are Powers, Purity, and Exalta- 


tion, is I think, highly probable; but, 
that the Drrrr ALonz perfectly ſuffices 
to himſelf, in this, as in all other In- 
ſtances, is the clear reſult of every Argu- 
— that ann can Weit ſug⸗ 
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That one Species of pin may main- 
tain a diſtinct Exiſtence in another, with- 
out Riſque of being loſt or blended with 
it. the protracted one of Flame in its 
ſurrounding Medium of Air, moſt mani- 
feſtly. proves. As does the Spirit of 
Ferruginous or Magnetic attra&ton, which 
though encompaſſed by a Medium chat, 
2131 belides 
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beſides being of a ſimilar Nature with 
ifelf, is of Force ſufficient to be the 
Actuator and Controller of Worlds. yet 
ſerves, by its powerful Example of par- 
tial and local Efficacy (even; under theſe 
Circumſtances) clearly to ſuggeſt one, 
among the many poſſible Modes of in- 
viſible Superior Agency. And, for rapid 
Dilatations, inſtantanious Contractions, 
and the moſt ſudden and unequivocal 
change of | Subſtance, if the Nitrous Ex- 
ploſions and the Condenſing Proceſs of 
the Steam Engine fail of enforcing the 
molt convictive Analogie, we ninft be 
r and ſceptical Indeed. 
Should the Delicacy of ſome over- 
nice Philoſopher be anywiſe alarmed by 
the above Excretory Faculty, let him but 
refle& upon the Origin of thoſe ſilken 

Ornaments ſo extenſively enjoyed by t 
moſt opulent and elegant of every civi- 
lized Nation; nor need add that 
documental Inſtance of treple Trans for- 
mation which is ſo very aptly ſuggeſted 

by the poor Worm that is its Parent. 
19 5 in the Spiders inimitable Paral- 
lels, 


1 
4 
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lels, we have a yet more ſuggeſtive In- 


ſtance of this wondrous Faculty. Here, 


when we diſcover how very amply he 


is furniſhed (from thoſe Materials he 


had fo lately aſſimilated to his own 


Frame) with the Means of founding, not 
only the ſpacious Manſion he ſhall in- 
habit, but of widely ſpreading his 
powerful Toils for the Enſnarement of 
his future Prey. When we, contem- 
plate in this extraordinary Specimen, 
the ſubjective Powers and amazing 


Tranſmutations attendent on the, even, 


natural Effects of Aſſimilation and Ex- 
cretion. And when we unite to this, 
the mutual convertability of Spirit and 
of Matter, with the aſtoniſhingly coet- 


cive Properties of the firſt; may we not 


from this Example, (which ſeems with 
many others *. ordained, but, for our 
| | Inſtruction) 


\ 


* That the Contrivances and the Fabrications 
of the inſtinftive Tribes, had (befides the very 
important Inferences they give riſe to, and many 
other providential Views) that of Mans original 
Inſtruction, I cannot doubt, For, as the W | 
ace 
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Iuſtruction) eaſily conceive that, to 


analogous Powers veſted in a Spiritual 
| Being 
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Race are fairly proved, by Mr. Locke, to be 
without innate Ideas: So, there is ſcarcely any 
Knowledge neceſſary 1 Preſervation or 
Convenience, which may not be collected from 
one or other of the inſtinctive Operations. 
While the preceding Sheet is actually at the 
Preſs, I am both flattered and pleaſed ro find, 
by a Paſſage in poor Johnſon's Raſſelas whieh 
had eſcaped my Attention twenty Years ago, 
that nearly the ſame Idea had occurred to him. 


& Tt has been the Opiniou of Antiquity, faid Imlac, 


that humau Reaſon borrowed many Arts from the 
Inſtindt of Animals.” — But further, though in the 
human Race Knowledge be aitainable /olely 

Experience, Analogie, and Inference, and rough 
the mediation of the- five Senſes, yet, that this 
is far from being its only Paſſage or means of 
Acceſs into the Mind, inſtinctive or izzate Saga- 


city (though in the Brute Creation) ſufficiently 


evinces. For, that neither the apparent Inge- 
nuity of their reſpective Fabrics, nor the 1 2 
niſhing Addreſs with which they are confirutts 
ed are the Reſul: of Experience, has been al- 
ready demonſtrated.—It therefore manifeſtly fol- 
lows that, Knowledge being in a thouſand In- 
ſtances evidently impartable to the Mind imutdi- 
ately. And without the Intervention of the cor- 
poreal Senſes, the, only ſpecious Argument of the 
Atheiſt and Ante-Animift, is hereby molt effec- 
tually invalidated. —lIr is in this View that T have 
appealed ſo often to the unvarying Identity of 
ſpecific Inſtinct. 6 


— . ̃ —¹U— —— r — — ],... ]—7—rðV˙ . 7 7—.—6Üð—ð:ß« j ö—ßyʃ—̃ = 
— 


189 


Being (if they were unreſtricted) all the 
Elements in Nature would be ſubſer- 
vient: and, if we again conſider this 
little Inſect extending his Senſations and 
his means of Intelligence by the Medi- 
ation of tremulous Lines (alike reſult- 
ing from his own animal Reſources) 
may we not? by an imaginary Trans fer 
of this Faculty, enlarged by the moſt 
obvious ſuggeſtions of analogical Specu- 
lation, eaſily attain to Ideas little iin 
of Omnipreſenſe and Omniſcience. 

As Cicero, in his Enquiry de natura 
Deorum, compriſes every Thing relative 
to that important Subject, in the Stoic 
and Epicurean Doctrines, and in the 
Academician's Comments on them: it 
may not nom be foreign to my Under- 
taking, to conſider, at leaſt, the leading 
Principle of each: with the moſt con- 
cluſive Obſervations of the latter, as 
probably conveying the genuine Opi- 
nions of Cicero. —-Varying from my Au- 
thor. only. in an nn to or 
Unity of Ged. . 

IO: firſt dakar Falls, el not, 


as 
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as an Epicurean, conſiſtently, advance 
any other Argument for the Exiſtence 
of the. Deity, nor indeed, a ſtronger, 
than, that every Nation of the, then 
known World was invariably. of that 
Opinion: And, that, what every Man 
agreed in, muſt neceſſarily be true, — 
So far, I myſelf readily admit: not, 
however, for the Reaſon he aſſigns, viz: 
the natural mkherency- of that general 
Opinion, But, .' becauſe, - the ſame in- 
variable return of Seaſons, the ſame per- 
manent Identity of Species with their 
reſpective Inſtindts, and many other 
providential Pliœnomena. being as uni- 
verſal as that human Intellect which 
almoſt involuntarily draws its Inferences. 
from them; the ſame Concluſions of, i a ſu- 
preme Direclor, muſt be of eee 
where the Conſequencde. ; 
For Velleus's Objections to chat labdrt. 
ous, unremitting Watchfulneſs aſcribed: 
to the Deity. by the Stoics, I confeſs 1 
am by no Means fo offended with it, 
as in this part of the Oration, Cotta al- 
feats to be. Nor can I think there is 
| | much 
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much either. of Dignity or of Conliſtency, 
in the merely Miniſterial Office that 
both the antient Stoics and the modern 15 
Clergy, ſeem determined ſo illiberally to 
a/ign Him —I have already given. 7 0 
I think ſufficient Reaſons for this Opi- 
nion, and indeed, when we reflect on 
the Exiſtence of unnumbered Worlds 
belides our own, and that Zhey may 
likewiſe be the probatary. Stations of a 
proportional Number of Inhabitants. 
ſurely, there is more Dignity, more 
Conliſtency, and at leaſt as much Equity, 
implied. in paſſing condign Sentence 
upon the whole, on a reiroſpeclive View 
of their Individual Merits, than in the 
dull and unremitting Proſpect of human 
Actions, in their miſerable Detail. 

For the perſonal Beauty of the Deity, 
which he Idly compares to that of 
Man: It is the obvious Reſult of 
merely popular Prejudice, and as ſuch, 
is ridiculed by Cotta with all the Wit 
that Cicero could dictate on fo very 
wretched an Occaſion. —In Truth, no- 
thing can be more arrogant than, any 

how 
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how to Perſonifie the Deity. © Nor fo 
abſurd as io aſſign any Figure hat- 
ever to Omnipreſent Spirit, The forma- 
tion of the Univerle, from a blind 
jumble of Atoms! is ſcarcely more ſo. 

Were I to nnd all the Stoical 
Opinions that are in this Debate re- 
probated or defended by theſe two 
Opponents : It would be but encreaſ- 
ing the Volume of my own Tract, by 
a tranſlation, or a tranſcription of 
Ciceros, who ſeems to have amaſſed all 
the exploded Opinions he could col- 
lect. for the ſole Purpoſe of ſubmitting 
them to the pointed Ridicule of Cotta s 
Wit. The unequivocal Reſult of Bal- 
bus's Oration is, to inculcate that, not 
only the World which we inhabit, is 
a Deity, with the Sun, and every in- 
dividual Orb of the Planetary Syſtem. 
But likewiſe to aſſign Divinity to every 
ſixed Star in the Firmament: And te 
ſupport this abſurd Dodtine by a moſt 
labouted and ſurely, tedious Train of 
ſcarcely ſpecious Sophiſtry. But, as 
there is, however, a Sentence near the 
N End 
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End of this Oration, which, virtually, 
revokes the whole, it cannot but be * 
1 intereſting to tranſcribe it. 0 
; Principio tþſe mundus, Deorum hand 
numque cauſa” fatlus efl: quaque in e 
Junt omnia, ea parata ad frutlum hominum 
et inventa ſunt, Eft enim mundus, quaſi 
communis Deorum atque hominum domus, 
aut urbs utrorumque.— What is moſt 
extraordinary is, that this is paſſed · over 
by Cotta, without the leaſt Notice 
whatever. But, as I preſume Cicero's 
actual Opinion, is to be rather ſought 
for in the Academician's Reſutations 
and in his Remarks, than in the laſt 
(vaſtve Line of his Eſſay, 1 will, like- 
wioiſe, tranſcribe two very iner feng 
| Paragraphs of Cotta's. $19 "of 
E After quoting numbers of Tnſtances, 
in which the moſt worthy Men had 
| ſuffered lor want of the Deity's timely 


| Interference, and as many more, where- 
| in the moſt ſacriligious and abandoned, 
2 had yet, ended their Days happily. 
Leaſt (I prefume) the Moe ſarcal Mode of 
Puniſhment” ſhould be objected to him 


1 ü as 


1 


as ſtill in reſerve. He adds: 4. Deo 
ne excuſatio quidem ęſt inſcientiæ : Quem vos 
præclare defenditis, cum dicitis, eam vim 
Deorum eſſe, ut. eliam ſi quis norie þeenas 
ſceleris Nee expeflantur e@ pane d libe- 
ris. d nefotibus, 4 poſleris. O miram 
aquitatem Deorum | ferreine ulla civitas 
latorem iſſiuſmodi legis? Ut condemnetur 
filtus, aut nepos, ſi pater aut auus deliguiſſet? 
And again, alluding to the Deſtruction of 
Corinth and Carthage. Hi duos illos 
oculos ore maritimæ effaderunt non iratus 
alicui, quem omnino iraſci poſſe negatis Deum. 
At ſubvenire certe potuit, et cou ſervare urbeis 
tantas, atque taleis. Vos enim ipſi dicere 
ſoletis, nihil eſſe, quod Deus efficere non poſſit, 
et quidem fine labore Allo: Ut enim hominum 
membra nulla conteiitione, mente ih /a. ac vo- 
luntate moveantur, fic numine Deqrum amnia 
fingi, movert, mutarique poſſes Neque id 
dicitis ſuperſtitioſe. atque anililer, ed phſica 
conſtantique ratioue : Materiam enim rerum, 
ex qua, et in qua omnia ſint, totam eſſe eri. 
bilem, et commutabilem; ut nilul ſit, quod non 
ex ea quamuis ſubito fingi, cunvertique polſit. 
Jin autem , Actricem, ei AY 
ivinam 
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divinam effe providentiam. Hunc igitur, 
quocunque ſe moveat, efficere poſſe quidquid 
velit. Haque, aut neſcit quid poſſit, aut, 
negligit res kumanas, aut, quid ſit oplimum, 
non potefl judicare. Non curat fingulos 
homnes, non mirum: Ne civitates quidem. 
Non eas ? e nalioncs ſuidem, et genteis. 
Aeod fe has etiam contemnet, quid mirum eſt, 
omne ab ea genus humanum eſſe contemptum? 
Buy the Paſſage from Balbus, it appears 


8 evidently that the Stoics might be reduced 


by Argument, though with ſome Reluc- 
tance, to abandon the grofs Idea of the 
material Word's Divinity. And by part 
of Coita's Remark, it appears as plainly 
that, under the Appellation of Divine Pro- 
vrdence, they, virtually, acknowledged the 


unity of God. Although in Refpe& to 


with long eftabliſhed Forms, they evaded 


as much as poffible the Confeſſion bf it. 


By aflecting both to perſonific and to mul- 


* 


4 iply theit Deities. And though Cotta in 
His Anſwer to 'Velleus affects to ſmile at 


didly 


en 

didly to confeſs. and to exemplify in at 
leaſt twenty Inſtances, their total Hai teu 
tion to evety human Concern. By which 
Conceſſion, he actually differs i in nothing, 
eſſential, from Velleus, except in che origt- 
nal Formation of the Univerſe. 5 

Hence, as I at firſt allerted,,i it fairly fol- 
lows: that, by the annexing of Probatzon to 
their, Syſtems (as thus reconciled) with 
Free Will, which 1 is ſo eſſential to it, and 
that. impartiality, mil-termed, by Cotta In- 
attention, and likewiſe, the unre/trazned In- 
fluence of worldly Euil (in default of „ieh, 
no temptation to Error could poſſibly 
Exiſt,) theſe adverſe Sects might be, not 
only, rendered compatible wich each other, 
but, their, religious Opinions might. be 
nearly brought to quadrate with what I 
— think the, only unaſſailable and 
Sound ones, thoſe of R TNA Tukisu. 
Nor can I doubt but, it the Antients 
had been aided by the Diſcoveries have. 
alluded 10, they would, long ba þ ave 
eſtabliſhed the moſt. intelligible, Notions 
of Spirituallity. And. wal de Ie hays, 15 
enabled to convey, the moſt 


he, aaa TOE for the laborious Of- 


( 
that Omnipotence which was Wü ten 


admitted by the Stoics. 


Without treſpaſſing upon the Unteres 
of my Reader, by a tedious Recapitulation 
of the various Powers of Spirit. or of that 
moſt incomprehenſibly coercive one At- 
traction. When we conſider that, though 
it is of a Subtility, perhaps exceeding that 
of Light, iis Influence is, yet. extended 


with demonſtrable and unremitting Energy 


and Effect, throughout a Space of eight 


hundred million of Miles: And over 


Bodies of a magnitude near ten thouſand 
Times ſurpaſſing the Globe that we in- 
habit: Can we be poſſibly at a Loſs for 
Ideas of Omnipreſenſe? And when our 


Contemplations are ſtill higher rai ſed. to 


che exalted Powers of that Divine Attificer 
by. whom, this, Spirit Was ordained but as 


an Engine, a mere unanimated Agent! 


What? Short of Omnipotence is the Re- 


— © 


ſalt ? —Nay, ſhould we be tempted to alpire 
at a rational Conception of even the firſt 


gteat Act of Elementary Creation, when, 


BEING: ALONE: ExisTING, ſome Plea might 


tice 


„ 
fice aſſigned Him by the Stoics The 


convertive and diſcriminating Phœnomena 
attendant on the Fermentalive Proceſs, how- 
ever, in themſelves trite, aided by the 
foregoing Data ; would be alone ſufficient 
to Suggeſt ſome glimmering Idea, of this 
aſtoniſhing Event. nd we might almoſt 
(with the ſublime Pqet) figure to our ad- 
venturous Imaginatjons how the all- pro- 
creative Spirit of the Deity, having by one 
boundleſs Act of Expanſion, pervaded and 
entitely occupied the infinity of Space, 
** ſat brooding on the vaſt Abyſs and made it 
hregnant. — With that univerſal and in- 
veſtive * Contact, from which, no degree 
of comminution could protec, with that 
plaſtic and coercive Preſſure," to which no 
Atom could be inſenſible, and perhaps, by 
the parental Impartment and Commixtute 
L434 6575 Þ TEMES ..o / AOIRED of 
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When we conſider that the Electric and 
Megnetia Powers 7 Par og 1» by the bare 
uperficial contact of inanimate. Subſtance, can, 1 
Joe 7 deeds Heſitate to Seer the TIN 
Effects of Omnipotent Spirit thus intimately 
blended (if I may ſo expreſs it) ee 
leſs Ether which it had deſtined and ſelected, and 
was now attually compelling into Phyfical Exiflence. 
> 


ſigned them, and the great primary. una» 
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of ſome qualifying Portion a * own 
eternal Eſſenſe. | 

That, when the Elements were once 
produced, their reſpective Organiſm aſ- 


nimated Spirits compoſed: The Deity 
ſhould have hen created Intelleflual Agents, 
who, by the occaſional A/milation of theſe 
Materials could aflort, convey, arrange, 


and (by an Operation analogous to that 


natural Excretory and Fabricatory Power 
already inſtanced) depoſit; them in ſuch 
Forms as were by the DgrTr previonſly 


deviſed, is by no means difficult of com- 
prehention. And whether, when the Uni- 


— 21 Fabric was. compleated, its com- 


ponent Parts might be them ſelues reſpec- 


tively endued with Properties adequate to 


the permanent Maintenance and Supply of 


ies iufinitely varied Members: or, whether, 


it be ſubjected to the unremitting Super- 
intendence of Intellectual Spirits; through 


whoſe, miniſterial Mediation, the Deity is. 


Dill, virtually Omnipreſent; is what muſt 
remain, in chis Life, an impenetrable Myſ- 
my But, which ever, or whatever be 

0 the 
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the Fact, the Seceſſion of the Deiey from 
{uch manifellly unneceſſary Attentions, ig 
no more incompatible with Eternal Bounty 
and Omnipotence, than the total Prohibi- 
tion of his Miniſterial Spirits from all In- 
terference whatever with ſuch accidental 
Effecis, as the Evils conſequently attendant 
on à Probatory State mult of Neceſlity p 
dice, accounts HIRE Tationally for chat 
Evil's Oki irt. (CP Di 

Thus we may perceive, che FW 
ſiſtent Deity, far from having manifeſted 
a Partiality, by the alledged Adoption of 
a depraved and loathſome People: Far 
from having deſcended Perlonally to dic- 


tate, not only their Laws. their Prieſtly 


Trappings, Ceremonies, and bloody Sacri< 
fices, but even the fallome Detail of their 
moſt private Conduct, under unjaſt Penal- 
ties, and ſuch Rewards as to any other 


Nation had been diſgraceful. Far. in- 


deed! From having deigned to be Him- 
ſelf the imperfect Blazoner of His 'own 
tranſcendent Attributes: Has, on the con- 


trary, by the Providential Ordainmient"sf 
countleſs Tpeculative Phcenoniena, vir- 


tually 
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wally invalidated all ſuch derogatory Tra- 


ditions. Well foreſeeing that, under the. 
Comemplations of that Reaſoning Intellect 
which he had ſo benevolently imparted to 
the whole human Race, they would be, alone, 
amply productive of every Inference that 
could any how tend, either to the Suggeſ- 
tion and Eftabliſhment of Moral Precep!s 
to the Demonſtration of his invariable 
Equity, or to a rational Conception of his 


_ ETERNAL Bounty AND OMNIPOTENCE. 
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